
1. Ockham's Razor:
Worldviews

Worldviews must be evaluated in terms of their explanatory power and their success or failure in lining up with the
observed facts of reality, whether they be self-evident or empirically-derived. The monotheistic worldview provides an
elegant, simple, and powerful explanation for the facts of reality; logic, beauty, morality, design, the fine tuning of
the cosmos for life, free will and personal responsibility all fit very neatly into the Christian worldview and are
explained in various ways as the outworking of God's design and/or eternal nature. 

On the other hand, the facts of reality mentioned above are not well accommodated by the atheistic, materialistic
worldview. If there were no overall plan or design for reality, then we would not expect to find any highly-improbable
fine tuning in the cosmos, nor would we expect to find (apparent) design in nature. Universal laws of logic and
morality have no explanation and must be simply asserted as brute facts. This results in a self-contradictory, bloated,
counter-intuitive worldview which, rather than elegantly explaining the facts, is at odds with the facts and at a loss
to explain or account for them in any way. All other things being equal, the worldview which requires us to accept
the fewest number of inexplicable 'brute facts' is vastly to be preferred. There is simply no valid reason to disqualify
the Christian worldview as an answer to the questions of life, and it ties all the threads of reality together in an
elegant way, while the atheistic worldview(s) leave them dangling. Christianity is the most reasonable, intellectually
and spiritually satisfying answer to the questions of life.

2. Anthropic
Principle (Fine
Tuning)

The constants of the universe are observed to exist in just the right balance to not only allow for the existence of life,
but also the ability of humans to conduct science and learn about the universe. This is highly improbable if there is
no designer behind the universe. The "multiverse theory" response fails because it is purely ad hoc, metaphysical
reasoning which is outside the realm of science and devoid of evidential support. William Lane Craig has also
pointed out that a multiverse would require a "multiverse generator", which itself would require a design explanation.
The multiverse fails the test of Ockham's Razor. See also: The Privileged Planet by Gonzalez and Richards

3. Law of
Biogenesis (Life
comes from life)

Louis Pasteur disproved spontaneous generation (that life could arise spontaneously from non-life) in the 1800s,
and firmly established the law of Biogenesis. A violation of known laws of science is often referred to as a miracle.
No one has ever observed a violation of the Law of Biogenesis. Atheists thus believe in miracles, albeit without a God
to perform them.

4. 2nd Law of
Thermodynamics
(Entropy)

The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics states that the total amount of energy available to do work is always on the
decline; order tends toward disorder. The universe is not currently in a maximum state of disorder, which entails that
it is not eternal but had a beginning in the finite past. Only a transcendent force outside of the universe itself could
have been responsible for originally "winding it up".

5. Information Information is found embedded in the genetic code of all life. Information is immaterial, and only comes from
intelligent minds. Thus, life could only have been developed through intelligence. See: Without Excuse by Werner
Gitt

6. Morality Real moral absolutes exist, self-evidently to all, and require an explanation. Moral laws require a moral law-giver.
Duties and responsibilities can only exist in reference to a person or group of persons; thus a law simply existing in
and of itself is not sufficient. The cause of real moral laws and duties must be a Person. Utilitarianism fails as a
response ("good is defined as maximizing human happiness") because it is arbitrary. On atheism, humans are not
special, but just another part of the universe. Thus, it is not meaningful to say people "should" work toward the
greatest happiness for humans. This also fails to establish any duty or reason why an individual should ever
sacrifice for the group.

7. Purpose and
Meaning

As C.S. Lewis has remarked, if there were no purpose or meaning in life, it is inexplicable how we could even have
these concepts in the first place; in a universe without light, darkness would be a meaningless concept. Therefore the
existence of the concept of meaning and purpose in life entails that real purpose does exist. Life is not meaningless
or accidental. Our basic intuition that we exist for a purpose is correct.

8. Design Design implies a designer. Life displays incredible levels of complexity and design, and calls out for an explanation.
Random chance processes are not capable of explaining life, nor is natural selection (which by nature is an
eliminative, not a creative, process). Only intelligent minds are observed to produce design. The "Who Designed
God?" response fails, because 1) as William Lane Craig has pointed out, in order to make an inference to the best
explanation we do not need to also have an explanation for that explanation (this would produce an infinite
regress), and 2) God is a spirit or mind, and as such does not display complexity in the way that physical machines
with interconnected parts do. Minds are simple, indivisible entities and do not inherently require a design
explanation the way physical machines do.
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9. Foresight Unguided evolution from simple to complex is impossible, because any such process would inevitably require foresight; it is
impossible to construct complex, interconnected groups of functional structures one mutation, or one piece, at a time, while
producing a survival advantage each step of the way. This means disadvantageous structures would actually have to be
selected for by natural selection and preserved for future generations until the time when these structures would eventually
become useful and advantageous. This is impossible according to the laws of natural selection and "survival of the fittest".

10. Universals Universal laws exist; laws such as the laws of logic and the laws of mathematics and the laws of physics. Laws are
immaterial things- they are not physical. By most definitions that would make them supernatural. While the atheist must
view laws as simply existing, without explanation, as "brute facts", the theist has the more coherent and satisfying answer
that these laws exist as an outworking of the mind of God. We know that immaterial concepts like laws can exist in minds,
but it is utterly without merit to say they could exist on their own- just "there".

11. Genetic
Entropy

It is an observed fact that most mutations are of negligible effect, and slightly damaging, to the overall genome. Such
"nearly neutral" mutations will not be eliminated, nor could they all be, by natural selection (as they produce no survival
disadvantage when viewed individually). This means they are free to gradually accumulate and build up in the genome over
time, degrading it much like small patches of rust add up over time on a metal machine. The net result is inevitable
extinction in the long term for all life. The extreme rarity of beneficial mutations guarantees that they are not capable of
compensating for the overall decline in the genetic code of life. Even the very rare instances where beneficial mutations have
been observed have not been instances of an increase of genetic complexity or information content; they have been a product
of environmental factors where a decrease in functionality became, at least temporarily, useful to the organism. The
conclusions we draw from this are twofold: life is winding down, just like the universe, which entails that at some point in
the finite past life was "wound up". Since life is going down, not up, in terms of complexity and function, evolution is utterly
impossible and contrary to the facts. Life is by design.

See: Genetic Entropy and the Mystery of the Genome by Dr. J.C. Sanford.

12. Darwin's
Doubt

As Darwin himself pointed out, and never resolved, the idea that humans are produced by blind natural processes which
favor only survival is highly problematic for the reliability of human thought and reasoning. As Alvin Plantiga has argued,
what works for survival is not necessarily what represents objective reality; since evolution as a process only favors survival
and reproduction, not "truth knowledge", it is unreasonable to suspect that our human brains, produced by this natural
process, are even capable of correctly perceiving and understanding objective reality; that's not what they were "designed
for" in the first place. Atheistic evolution fails to provide any basis for trusting human faculties beyond the realm of mere
survival and reproduction.

13. The
Problem of
Evil

The Problem of Evil, as frequently used by anti-theists, is only a problem for theists, because atheism fails to account for the
reality of objective good or evil in the first place. The answer to the dilemma is that God is currently in the process of
vanquishing evil, and will ultimately do so; God allows evil temporarily because of the greater good of human free will.
People are made in the image of God, which means they have a resemblance, spiritually, to their Maker. One of God's
attributes is that he is omnipotent- completely free to do as He wills. While we are obviously not omnipotent like God, God
has given us a measure of it in the form of freedom to direct our own paths. Freedom with respect to your relationship to God
necessarily entails that you can either love God, and God's ways, or you can choose not to love God and His ways. Evil is
choosing not to love God and follow God's nature, and is a logically-necessary possibility of allowing for real freedom.

14. Desire for
God

Humans appear to have a natural inclination towards worship. This led the philosopher Walter Kaufmann to refer to
mankind as "the God-intoxicated ape". As C.S. Lewis pointed out, whatever there is a natural desire for, must exist. Humans
naturally desire water, and water exists. Humans naturally desire love, and love exists. Humans naturally desire food,
shelter, etc. All these things exist. How then can we presume to say that God, or gods- the supernatural realm- which
mankind obviously has a natural desire for, do not exist?

15. Jesus
Christ

The historical facts surrounding the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ strongly point to the existence of God. He
claimed to be God in human form, and did many miracles during his lifetime. He was crucified and was raised from the
dead, appearing in the flesh to many witnesses. We know this from the firsthand eyewitness testimony of the apostles,
delivered down to us in the New Testament- a testimony for which most of these men died brutal deaths rather than recant.
People do not die for what they know to be a hoax.

16. Fulfilled
Prophecy

The many specific prophecies in the Bible which have been observed to be fulfilled throughout history are a strong testimony
to the fact that God exists and is communicating with us supernaturally through his apostles and prophets.
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